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Pan Community Council 
P0 Box 102 
Nimbin NSW 2480 

Dear Community member 

This letter has been sent to you as a representative of your community. We 
would appreciate your assistance by raising this issue at your community 
meeting or by passing this letter on to other people who may want to read it 
and who may want to participate in the activities of the Pan Community 
Council. 

We recently had two Pan Corn meetings. This was an attempt to reach out to 
the wider community but unfortunately drew a very small attendance. They 
were however very inspiring and effective. We now want to reach back into the 
communities and establish a strong network between us. Its seems there are no 
identified networking representatives on communities. Or maybe there are but 
wed like to reactivate and stimulate this network. 

We are asking if you're community is interested in nominating a network 
representative to become involved in Pan Corn by: 

stimulating wider paiticipation within the area and within the 
communities and 

letting the world know more about the intentional communities on the 
North Coast. 

Stimulating wider community participation would mean you're network 
representative would inform most people on your community about Pan Corn 
events and similar important events. This could be by distributing leaflets 
and/or talking with people and feeding information into the community 
meetings. 

Letting the world know would mean you're network representative would 
staff the stall at the Channon market - with others on a roster system. From the 
Pan Corn meetings a stall has been established at the Channon market every 
month. We will also use this as a gathering and meeting place. 

There are many more ideas and reasons behind why we need to network 
together however the above two ideas are practical and workable. The 
following is some of the other ideas and questions that were raised at the last 
Pan Corn meetings. They try to capture some of the 'intention' and why we 
want a network. 

It was thought that we have reached a new era - it is now 20 years that 
communities have been established in the North Coast. The "new settlers" are 
maturing to an older age and the children that were born on communities have 
reached or are reaching adult life. We are witnessing the first generation of 
alternative communities. 
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quality standards in terms of the treatment of any sewerage effluent or in terms of stormwater 
disposal. 

From this you can interpret that failure to meet one or other aspect of Section 90(1) does not in 
itself necessarily mean that a development application to carry out particular development on an 
appropriately zoned land should be refused. Whether such an application should be approved or 
refused rests with a consideration of what appropriate conditions of consent can be applied to 
ensure that certain performance standards are met for that development. If this can be done then 
perhaps such an application should be approved. Where this cannot be done nor a desired 
outcome achieved then there may be grounds for refusal. 

---- -- 

A copy of your letter and this response have been made available to the Acting Town Planning 
Manager, Mr Bede Cooney and to Council's Works and Services Director, Mr. Keith Disher. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to my attention. 

Yours faithfully 

? 

Max Eastcott 
GENERAL MANAGER 

Action Officer: Mr. David Kanaley 

cc. Cr Jenny Coman 

:. 	.- 



Young and Old 
Are the youth in the community going to move away and communities will 
mostly be older people? Or will the young stay or come back and want to buy 
land or buy shares. How will the old fend for themselves on communities? Are 
we going to move off our communities to retirement homes inLismore or the 
coast. 

I-low do we continue to interact with each other socially and politically. Is there 
a need to come together at all? What is the future role of Pan Corn. 

What are the futures of Communities - 
For the short term there is reinstating Sepp 15 so that new people arriving or 
the youth' want to establish MO's. Sepp 15 won't be reinstated easily if at all. 
We will need to organise a campaign strategy. MO's were displaced from 
under our very noses a strong network may have mobilised to stop this? 

For the long term future (the next year) there could be workshops at 
communities to gauge the feelings about networking with other communities. 
What would we want from such a network? Do we want to feel like we belong 
to a wider community that is growing and is apart of the changing world. 
Other workshops could be an inspiration for innovative future community 
development and be an active part of the 'new social movements'. Is it possible 
to claim our achievements and show the outside world that we have something 
to offer them? 

From the practical level the Channon stall is a good start - as a gathering point 
for the network representatives and other interested people. This can lead to 
other possibilities that look at some of the questions raised above. From all 
these ideas we can organise around a common intention and help build a 
stronger network and stronger community. 

Do you want to be involved? 

We also want to do an update of our mailing list and would appreciate your 
informing us if you want your name and address kept on our mailing list. 

Russell Anderson 
Simon Clough 
Alan Hill 
For more information contact: Simon on 886217 



CELEBRA TING 
INTENTIONAL 
COMM UNITY 

An historic gathering for people 
int'olved in intentio,zal egalitarian 
communities or those on a path to 

forming a Coin/nullity 

Thursday 2nd January 
(commencing at lOam) to 

Sunday 5th January 1997 

Commonground 
Community 

Seymour, Victoria, Australia 

Organised by the Fruit Salad Coin'izunjtjec Network 

For fur: her information contact. 

Ed McKinley phone 057 938257 fax 057 938400 
Lyn Farrow phone 03 94299348 fax 03 94162340 

IVhy a 'Coininujzjtjes' Festival 

Followin2 earlier circulation of the idea and 

outline for a communities festival a lot of 

supportive feedback has been received from 

arouno .\ustratia and internationally. 

also a !tmC '.'.hen c;mniaran rri;ic;pics 

arc increasingly thrcatened by the ideoloy and 

po!itics of economic ratcnalism and thc CUi of 
the individual; a time when social and 

environmental dislocation are increasing and a 

time when viable alternatives are more than ever 
needed. 

Thus, the time is right for a significant and 

energising gathering of people committed to 

communitarian principles and currently living in 

an intentional community or who are part of a 

group planning to establish a community. 

The Gatherino a 

will be a four day event planned for 

approximately 100 people. It will be a mixture 

of informal time together, celebration, fun, story 

telling, workshops and discussions. In organising 

the program it will be assumed that participants 
will be involved for all four days. 

You are welcome to arrive prior to the Festival 

to allow yourselves time to settle in or. 

alternatively, to spend time with us afterwards. 

Please let us know if you would like to do this. 

The Place 

Common eround Corn munitv is located 95 km 

north of Melbourne and about 12 km from the 

provincial centre of Seymour. It is situated on 

IOU acres of bush and farm land and is 

accessible by road, by rail and bus to Seymour 
md liv air to Meibournc. Arrangements can be 

made to p!ck-up from Seymour those arriving by 
train or bus. 

As Corn monground is working hard to 

encourage wildlife in the area it would be 

appreciated if no dogs or cats are brought to the 
Festival. 

Accomodation and Catering 

A variety of ,iccornodat ion options are available. 
They will be offered first on the basis of special 
needs or to those travelling by public transport 

(who may be less able to carry equipment for 

camping). Otherwise they will be allocated, 

according to people's preferences, on a "first 
come" basis. 

Accornodation includes house rooms (25 beds), 

huts (12). shared floor space (30) or tents 

provided. You may also choose to bring your 

own tents and make use of one of the attractive 

camping sites available at Commonground. 

All meals will be provided for the duration of the 
Festival and will be predominantly vegetarian. It 
may be possible to cater fr special dietary needs 
if these are known in advance. 



Cost 

The registration fee is $120 for adults and $40 

for children from 6 to 16 years. This will cover 

the cost of all meals, accomodation, and other 

overheads for the four days. 

We have tried hard tokeep costs to a minimum 

without sacrificing the quality of the event (for 

example, participants will be rosered to assist 

with cleaning-up and washing dishes after 

meals). Howcver, if you will find this amount 

diflicult, we are open to creative suggestions. 

The Pro grain 

The provisional program outlined here has been 

compiled from feedback received from those 

keen to attend the Festival together with our own 

pooled wisdom. It will be reviewed and adjusted 

as the Fcatival gets under way. 

Further ideas for workshops or other events are 

\'cry welcome and there will be time and space to 

oiganisc spontaneous discussions and activities 

arouiid aieas of mutual intcrcs( A prugiain ft, , i 

ourig people is being planned and v ii be 

finnli'ed in cOnR!!'.CtiOri With 

Thursday 
Main Registration and morning tea 

reinaimzder of morning 
Opening celebration and introductions, 

agreements and house keeping details 

afterizoon 
lrnroducing our communities - sharing stones 

and issues 

Afternoon tea, swimming, walking and talking 

Pre-d inner gathering - reflections on the day 

evening 
Informal time together 

Friday 
morning 

Morning circle, outline of the day 

Program review 

Choice of 3 or 4 workshops (details at end) 

afternoon 
Organised discussion gr9ups on topics of 

mutual interest or swimming, walking, talking, 

relaxing 

Pie-din ncr gatheri rig - reflections, sharing 

insights 

evening 
Community games and music, informal time 

Saturday 
FUOF-lit/ig 

• ;eheb:aung to .. hc; 

Choice of or 4 workshops (details at end 

afternoon 
Organ isgd discussion groups on topics of 

mutual interest or swimming. walking, talking, 

relaxing 

Pvc-dinner gathering - reflections, sharing 

insights 

e vemi ing 
Party night!! Skits, yarns, soliloquies and other 

entertainment arising from our collective talent 

Sunday 
mnorizing 

Morning circle - celebrating together 

Informal time or activities of our choosing at 

the time 

afternoon 
Evaluation - what have we learnt? what next? 

Closing celebration - creating images of our 

experiences together, our collective wisdom 

and symbols of what we will take with us 

Close 

Workshops 

Three or four workshops can be run at the 
swne time, more if necessary. This is the 
list of topics suggested so far andfurt her 
ideas are welcome (see attached 
Registration slip). 
?*ownership, including legal and financial issues 

col laborative community decision-making 

iachildren in community, including sharing 

responsibility and jobs 

'the riex generation - issues of succession 

?sunderstanding group dynamics and dealing 

with interpersonal issues 

awavs to bring communities together for work 

and play 

*dealing creatively with conflict 

?a having good meetings 

l*growing up in community - a workshop for 

young people. 

?tdcaling with tendencies towards hierarchy 

acornmunity glue 
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HOW TO GET THERE 

From Calcutta (500 Kms.) or : the world order of the futhre 
Delhi".(l:OOO 	Kms.).:yoü 	can 
reach to Patna by train or plane. a 

From Patna you can hire a full 
S  

S .  

a taxi (Rs.1 200/-) or a bus (Rs.32 a 
a 

per seat) directly to Rusera a a 

(130 km) where you can ask a S 
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a  "An international conference a a 

• for those committed 
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and humane values" communities 
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WHAT YOU SHOULD I3RING 

Minimum Thmp.8 0 c, 	bring 
a 
a 
S 

S 

a 
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clothes accordingly a  Ruse'ra (Bihar) a 

Things of;personal use a 

Mosquito net is useful if you INDIA 
a 

like to repel repellents. . 
: January 23rd.'to 26th1997 : 
a 

a 

S 

S 

•______ ______ 
______________________ 



CONFERENCE Is ORGANISED 
International Community Network Conferen&. 

sy 

Kalpana & Shubhamoorty are active in social 
field from last twenty five years. They have 
worked for refugees of Bangla Desh, Village 
independence movement ahd total revolution 
movement led by Vinoba and J. P. respectively. 
Presently they are working in the villages around 
Rusera, in the field of organisation, health and 
education. The emphasis of their work is on 
women and children 

CONTACT: 
Ashiyana. 

Rusera-84821 0 
Samastipur, BIHAR (INDIA) 

Phone r 06275-22269 

ABOUT 17-fE AREA 
Rusera is situated on the Gangetic plain and 

is habitated by some of the oldest Villages in India. 
Socially the area has changed little in the last two 
hundred years. 

Pachayats (Village Courts) and Caste 
panchayats are still functioning and there is a 
large population of Harijans in the area. 

From Rusera, some internationally known 
tourist places are not far i.e. Kathmandu (Nepal), 
Darjeeling, Calcutta, Bodha Gaya. Nalanda etc. 
the largest Bird Sanctuary of ASIA is only 20 Kms. 
away from Rusera. Siberian cranes may be here 
In large number for you to see this year. From 
Nearby Railway Junctions there are direct trains 
to Sabarmati Ashram and Sevagram Ashram 
(famous Ashrams of Gandhi) and Paunar Ashram 
(Vinoba).  

What is a Community? 
A community may be defined as groups 
of people and families living togather in 
a locality havin face to face contact in 
their day-to-day life with reasonable 
degree of self dependence and 
interdependence'among community 
members: 

What is the threat to Communities? 
The biggest threat to communities are 
centralised Nation. States and 
Multinational companies based on big 
technology for mass production. 

Why Community values are important? 
Because these values are the only 
values which may save both the 
humanity nd the earth from the 
foreseable destruction by the present 
values of power& free market economy. 

What are the actions we can take ? 
Developing a clear and practical 
understanding of community values in 
ourselves. 

Living them in our personal and family 
life. 

Experimenting with community values 
to explore new ways for our society. 

Helping and co-ordinating with 
other communities, individuals or 
organisations working for communi-
ties. 

REGISTRATION 

r\rn 

Address 

Aspect of Communities that most interests 

I would like to give a workshop on the 
following subject. 

I shall pay my lull contribution i.e. $ 75 
after arrival 	(Rs. 75 for Indian 
subcontinent &. South Countries). 
Special dietory requirements. 

(Cul lhiu pa arf send it on the given address. 



Pan Community Council 
P0 Box 102 
Nimbin NSW 2480 

Dear Community member 

This letter has been sent to you as a representative of your community. We 
would appreciate your assistance by raising this issue at your community 
meeting or by passing this letter on to other people who may want to read it 
and who may want to participate in the activities of the Pan Community 
Council. 

We recently had two Pan Corn meetings. This was an attempt to reach out to 
the wider community but unfortunately drew a very small attendance. The y  
were however very inspiring and effective. We now want to reach back into the 
communities and establish a strong network between us. Its seems there are no 
identified networking representatives on communities. Or maybe there are but 
we'd like to reactivate and stimulate this network. 

We are asking if you're community is interested in nominating a network 
representative to become involved in Pan Corn by: 

stimulating wider participation within the area and within the 
communities and 

letting the world know more about the intentional communities on the 
North Coast. 

Stimulating wider community participation would mean you're network 
representative would inform most people on your community about Pan Corn 
events and similar important events. This could be by distributing leaflets 
and/or talking with people and feeding information into the community 
meetings. 

Letting the world know would mean you're network representative would 
staff the stall at the Channon market - with others on a roster system. From the 
Pan Corn meetings a stall has been established at the Channon market every 
month. We will also use this as a gathering and meeting place. 

There are many more ideas and reasons behind why we need to network 
together however the above two ideas are practical and workable. The 
following is some of the other ideas and questions that were raised at the last 
Pan Corn meetings. They try to capture some of the 'intention' and why we 
want a network. 

It was thought that we have reached a new era - it is now 20 years that 
communities have been established in the North Coast. The "new settlers" are 
maturing to an older age and the children that were born on communities have 
reached or are reaching adult life. We are witnessing the first generation of 
alternative communities. 



Young and Old 
Are the youth in the community going to move away and communities will 
mostly be older people? Or will the young stay or come back and want to buy 
land or buy shares. How will the old fend for themselves on communities? Are 
we going to move off our communities to retirement homes in Lismore or the 
coast. 

How do we continue to interact with each other socially and politically. Is there 
a need to come together at all? What is the future role of Pan Corn. 

What are the futures of Communities - 
For the short term there is reinstating Sepp 15 so that new people arriving or 
the youth want to establish MO's. Sepp 15 won't be reinstated easily if at all. 
We will need to organise a campaign strategy. MO's were displaced from 
under our very noses a strong network may have mobilised to stop this? 

For the long term future (the next year) there could be workshops at 
communities to gauge the feelings about networking with other communities. 
What would we want from such a network? Do we want to feel like we belong 
to a wider community that is growing and is apart of the changing world. 
Other workshops could be an inspiration for innovative future community 
development and be an active part of the 'new social movements'. Is it possible 
to claim our achievements and show the outside world that we have something 
to offer them? 

From the practical level the Channon stall is a good start - as a gathering point 
for the network representatives and other interested people. This can lead to 
other possibilities that look at some of the questions raised above. From all 
these ideas we can organise around a common intention and help build a 
stronger network and stronger community. 

Do you want to be involved? 

We also want to do an update of our mailing list and would appreciate your 
informing us if you want your name and address kept on our mailing list. 

Russell Anderson 
Simon Clough 
Alan Hill 
For more information contact: Simon on 886217 



CELEBRA TING 
INTENTIONAL 
COMMUNITY 

An Ii isto nc gathering for people 

in 'olvec/ in intentional egalitarian 
CoiflinUluties or those on a pat/I 10 

fanning a community 

Thursday 2nd January 
(commencing at lOam) to 

Sunday 5th January 1997 

Commonground 
Community 

Seymour, Victoria, Australia 

O,a,rised I,v the Fruit So/ac! Communities Network 

For fur! her information contact. 

Ed McKinley phone 057 938257 fax 057 938400 
Lvn Farrow p/lone 03 94299348 fax 03 94162340 

Why a 'Communities' Festival 

Following earlier circulation of the idea and 
outline for a communities festival a lot of 
supportive feedback has been received from 
around Australia and internationally. 

It is also a t i mc when commu n itaria n pr nd pIes 
are increasingly threatened by the ideology and 
politics of economic rationalism and the cult of 
the i rid \'id ua I; a time when social and 
en vi ron mental d islocati on are ncrcasi rig and a 
time when viable alternatives are more than ever 
needed. 

Thus, the time is right for a significant and 
energising gathering of people committed to 
communitarian principles and currently Ii vi rig in 
an intentional cornniunity or who are part of a 
group planning to establish a community. 

The Gatherijia "5 

will he a foLir day event planned for 
approximately 100 people. It Will be a mixture 
of informal time together, celebration, fun, story 
telling, workshops and discussions. In organising 
the program it Will he assumed that participants 
will be involved for all four days. 

You are welcome to arrive prior to the Festival 
to allow yourselves time to settle in or, 
alternatively, to spend time with us afterwards. 
Please let us know if von would like to do this. 

The Place 

Comriionground Community is located 95 km 
north of Melbourne and about 12 km from the 
provincial centre of Seymour. It is situated on 
100 acres of bush and farm land and is 
accessible by road, by rail and bus to Seymour 
and by air to Melbourne. Arrangements can be 
made to pick-up from Seymour those arriving by 
train or bus. 

As Commonground is working hard to 
encourage wildlife in the area it would be 
appreciated if no dogs or cats are brought to the 
Festival. 

Acconiodation and Catering 

A variety of accomodation options are available. 
They will be offered first on the basis of special 
needs or to those travelling by public transport 
(who may be less able to carry equipment for 
camping). Otherwise they will be allocated, 
according to people's preferences, on a "first 
conic" basis. 

Accomodation includes house rooms (25 beds), 
huts (12), shared floor space (30) or tents 
provided. You may also choose to bring your 
own tents and make use of one of the attractive 
camping sites available at Commonground. 

All meals will be provided for the duration of the 
Festival and will be predominantly vegetarian. It 
may be possible to cater for special dietary needs 
if these are known in advance. 



Cost 

The registration fee is $120 for adults and $40 

for children from 6 to 16 years. This will cover 

the cost of all meals, accomodation, and other 

overheads for the four days. 

We have tried hard to' keep costs to a iii n mu iii 

without sacrificing the quality of the event (for 

example, participants will he rostered to assist 

i th cleaning-up and washing dishes after 

meals). However, if you will r rid this a mount 

difficult, we are open to crcaiivc suegesnons. 

The Pro grain 

The provisional program outlined here has been 

compiled from feedback received from those 

keen to attend he Festival together with our own 

pooled wisdom. It will be reviewed and adjusted 

as the Featival gets under \vay. 

Further ideas for workshops or other events are 

very welcome and there vi II be time and space to 

organise spontaneous discussions and activities 

around areas of muual i merest A program for 

young people is being planned and will be 
final i sed in conjunction with those attending.  

Thursday 
10aiii Registration and morning tea 

remainder of mnornimzg 
Opening celebration and introductions, 

agreements and house keeping details 

aftermi 00/i 

Introducing our communities - sharing stories 

and issues 

Afternoon tea, swimming, walking and talking 

Pre-dinner gathering - reflections on the day 

eveiwig  
Informal time together 

Ft-id ay 
mo rn ing 

Morning circle, outline of the day 

Program review 

Choice of 3 or 4 workshops (details at end) 

afternoon 	 -- 
Organ ised discussion groups on topics of 

mutual interest or swimming, walking, talking, 

relaxing 

I're-d in ncr gathering - reflections, sharing 

insights 

evening 
Conimuniy games and music, informal time 

Saturday 
morning 

Morning circle - celebrating together 

Choice of 3 or 4 workshops (details at end) 

afteriwon 
Organised discussion groups on topics of 

mutual interest or swi mmi rig, walking. talking. 

relaxing 

Pre-dinner gathering - reflections, sharing 

insights 

evening 
Party night!! Skits, yarns, soliloquies and other 

entertainment arising from our collective talent 

Sunday 
nw rn ing 

Morning circle - celebrating together 

Informal time or activities of our choosing at 

the time 

aftermi oon 
Evaluation - what have we learnt? what next? 

Closing celebration - creating images of our 

experiences together, our collective wisdom 

and symbols of what we will take with us 

Close 

Workshops 

Three or four workshops can be run at the 
same time, more if necessary. This is the 
list of topics suggested so far and further 
ideas are welcome (see attached 
I?egistration slip). 
?$ownership, including legal and financial issues 

collaborative community decision-making 

children in community, including sharing 

responsibility and jobs 

thie next generation - issues of succession 

understanding group dynamics and dealing 

with interpersonal issues 

?a.ways to bring communities together for work 

and play 

?sdealing creatively with conflict 

?1 having good meetings 

?4.growing up in community - a workshop for 

young people 
a dealing with tendencies towards hierarchy 

?Icoriimunity glue 



I-/OW TO GET'TI-/ERE 

From Calcutta (500 Kms.) or 
Delhi1 .(1:000 Kms.). you can 
reach to Patna by train or plane. 
From Patna you can hire a full 
taxi (Rs.1200/-) or a bus (Rs.32 
per seat) directly to Rusera 
(130 km) where you can ask 
about us. 

WY/IT YOU SHOULD l?RING 

Minimum Temp.8 0 c, bring 
clothes accordingly 
Things of personal use 
Mosquito net is useful if you 
like to repel ropellents. 
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As the World order of the future :. 

.&PRGTECTfCNo : 

Oo 

"An international conference 
for those committed : 

: 	 toThe 
Procreation, promotion & protection : 

of 
communities and humane values" 

: 	
Ruse'ra (Bihar) : 

INDIA 

January 23rd. to 26th1997 
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CONF&R&NCE IS ORGANISED 

BY 

Kalpana & Shubhamoorty are active in social 
field from last twenty five years. They have 
worked for refugees of Bangla Desh, Village 
independence movement and total revolution 
movement led by Vinoba and J. P. respectively. 
Presently they are working in the villages around 
Rusera, in the field of organisation, health and 
education. The emphasis of their work is on 
women and children 

CONTACT: 
Ashiyana, 

Rusera-84821 0 
Samastipur, BIHAR (INDIA) 

Phone 06275-22269 

ABOUTTHE AREA: 
Rusera Is situated on the Gangetic plain and 

is habitated by some of the oldest Villages in India. 
Socially the area has changed little in the last two 
hundred years. 

PaQchayats (Village Courts) and Caste 
panchayats are still functioning and there is a 
large population of Harijans in the area. 

From Rusera, some internationally known 
tourist places are not far i.e. Kathmandu (Nepal), 
Daijeeling, Calcutta, Bodha Gaya, Nalanda etc. 
the largest Bird Sanctuary of ASIA is only 20 Kms. 
away from Rusera. Siberian cranes may be here 
In large number for you to see this year. From 
Nearby Railway Junctions there are direct trains 
to Sabarmati Ashram and Sevagrarn Ashram 
(famous Ashrams of Gandhi) and Paunar Ashram 
(Vinoba).  

What is a Community? 
A community may be defined as groups 
of people and families living togather in 
a locality havin face to face contact in 
their day-to-day life with reasonable 
degree of self dependence and 
interdependence'among community 
members 

What Is the threat to Communities? 
The biggest threat to' communities are 
centralised Nation States and 
Multinational companies based on big 
technology for mass production. 

Why Community values are important? 
Because these values are the only 
values which may save both the 
humanity 'and the earth from the 
foreseable destruction by the present 
values of power& free market economy. 

What are the actions we can take? 
Developing a clear and practical 
understanding of community values in 
ourselves. 

Living them in our personal and family 
life. 

Experimenting with community values 
to explore new ways for our society. 

Helping and co-ordinating with 
other communities, individuals or 
organisations working for communi-
ties. 

International Community Network Conference. 

REGISTRATION 
Nre 

Address 

Aspect of Communities that most interests 
ne____  

I would like to give a workshop on the 
following subject. 

I shall pay my full contribution i.e. $75 
after arrival 	(Rs. 75 for Indian 
subcontinent & South Countries). 

Special dietary requirements. 

(Cut his pail and send it on the given address 
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